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Introduction
Authors of successful Research through Design (RTD) 2019 Ab-
stract submissions are invited to submit a visual and written 
commentary on their work (maximum of 16 pages, including Ab-
stract, Feature Image page and References) via the EasyChair 
submission system by October 5th 2018 (midnight HST): https://
easychair.org/account/signin.cgi?key=76809419.xCE9UUB1NOzGfeYk
Authors should treat Stage 2 as a new submission. Au-
thors must remain anonymised in their submissions. 

In preparing the Stage 2 submission, authors should read these 
template guidelines all the way through. Papers should be submit-
ted at Stage 2 in PDF format using this template, accompanied by 
the source file (in Adobe InDesign). Please note that authors may be 
required to submit any image files linked to this source file in due 
course, ahead of publication. Stage 2 submissions will be double 
blind peer reviewed. Stage 2 submissions, based on this template 
design, should take the form of visual papers combining prose and 
illustrations (see Formatting Guidelines to follow). Examples of vi-
sual papers are available to view in the RTD 2015 proceedings at: 
http://researchthroughdesign.org/2015/proceedings.html

We advise that authors respond proactively to the comments and 
suggestions made by the Programme Committee (PC) as part of the 
Stage 1 peer review process. Bear in mind that Stage 2 submissions 
will be reviewed in conjunction with the Stage 1 submissions and 
reviews. Stage 2 submissions should comprehensively document a 
research through design project, describing aims, process, practice, 
(intended) outcomes and critical reflections that offer up transfer-
able insights for the RTD community.  Contributions to RTD 2019 
may fall under (but are not limited to) the following themes: Agency: 
From Research Tools to Design Partners; Temporality: From Multiple Iter-
ations to Sustained Co-Creation; Materiality: From Products to Flows and 
Constellations. For more information on the conference themes, please 
visit the conference website: http://researchthroughdesign.org/2019 
 
Please be reminded that criteria for selection are based on the au-
thors’ presentation of artefacts (constituting design research pro-
cess or outcomes) as central to their submission; these artefacts 
should be proposed for inclusion in the curated exhibition at RTD 
2019, and the visual paper should accompany the exhibited arte-
fact in a presentation of ‘research through design’ at the confer-
ence. Please see the conference website for more information about 
the format of presentation unique to RTD, in Rooms of Interest:
http://researchthroughdesign.org/2019/about/

It is important at Stage 2 to offer the reviewers and conference or-
ganisers a clear depiction of the artefact(s) intended to be exhibited 
at RTD 2019. There are no constraints on the size and dimensions of 
proposed exhibits at submission. However, a central feature of RTD 
is that exhibited artefacts (or component parts thereof) are physical-
ly at hand during conference presentations, to support discussion. 
Therefore, when preparing submissions, authors are encouraged to 
consider transportation logistics and costs, alongside artefact por-
tability and ease of handling at the conference. Authors are respon-
sible for all shipping costs and insurance of artefacts, and for their 
removal at the end of the conference. Venue staff will need to receive 
the artefacts from 25th February 2019. For Stage 2 submissions 

accepted into the conference, 
authors will be required at a later 
date to provide the Exhibition 
Chairs with additional details 
about their proposed exhibit 
and display requirements.

Visual papers and accompanying 
images of exhibited artefacts will 
be published as digital confer-
ence proceedings with unique 
DOIs via Figshare (http://www.
figshare.com), available at the 
conference and on the confer-
ence website after the event. 
Selected works of exceptional 
quality will be invited to be part 
of an archival publication to 
be produced after the event.

If you have any questions at all 
about preparing your submis-
sion, or the submission pro-
cess, please don’t hesitate to 
contact the RTD 2019 Chairs: 
submissions2019@research-
throughdesign.org

Formatting Guidelines
The layout design of this template is intended to provide guid-
ance and options to authors for formatting their paper. Where 
appropriate to the content and intent, authors are encour-
aged to creatively interpret these guidelines for best support-
ing the communication of their work, in alignment with the 
RTD 2019 themes. However authors are required to adhere to 
the following requirements in preparing their submission.

Stage 2 submissions should be no more than 16 pages in length (in-
cluding abstract, feature image page and references). Submissions 
should be based on this template and prepared in print quality (300 
dpi) PDF format at A4 size, upright orientation, accompanied by 
the source file (i.e. packaged Adobe InDesign document, including 
images). Authors are required to use the page margins given in the 
template (outside = 20 millimetres (mm), inside = 10 mm, top =10 
mm, bottom = 17 mm), and must not obscure the RTD2019 logotype 
that is included on each spread. The template is based on a three 
column grid, which may be used in any way, as long as the Body Text 
is not set any wider than two columns. Authors are required to use 
the paragraph styles provided, as well as the prescribed typeface 
IBM Plex (This open source typeface can be downloaded here for 
free: https://github.com/IBM/plex/releases/tag/v1.0.2); the main Body Text 
(Font: IBM Plex Serif Regular) must be no smaller than 13 point in 
the 200 word abstract, 10 point in the remaining Body Text, and the 
Caption Text (Font: IBM Plex Mono Text) must be no smaller than 8 
point. Section Headers (Font: IBM Plex Sans Bold) must be embold-
ened in 13 point and Sub-Headers (Font: IBM Plex Sans Bold) must 
be emboldened in 11 point. Captions (Font: IBM Plex Mono Text) 
may optionally be placed under pictures. Please leave 5mm white 
space above the Caption Text and 10mm white space below it. 

Predefined character and paragraph styles are provided in this 
template, indicated in square brackets [i.e. paragraph style]. This 
is to help guide authors produce a paper that that is legible and 
coherent in style. Whilst adhering to the paragraph styles, exper-
imentation with visual layout is encouraged to support authors 
in self-directing the communication of their work. The Illustra-
tion of work is also encouraged. Authors should note that review 
criteria at Stage 2 submission will include legibility, coherence 
and visual communication. We therefore encourage authors 
to carefully consider legibility when preparing their work.

Please submit work in UK English. If English is not your first language 
then please ensure that a fluent speaker proofreads your paper or use 
a proof reading service such as Scribendi (http://www.scribendi.com).

Images and external resources
Final PDF submissions must include quality images (min. 200 dpi at 
actual size); the source file and images may be requested separately 
if the Stage 2 submission is accepted. At Stage 2 submission, authors 
are requested to compress the images in the PDF to keep the submit-
ted file to a maximum of 30MB. For those unfamiliar with compress-
ing PDF files, a simple guide on how this can be achieved is available 
at the following URL: http://www.wikihow.com/Reduce-PDF-File-Size

Stage 2 submissions must be anonymised; please consider this when 
providing titles and credits in photo captions; anonymised place-
holder text may be necessary in the submission. Authors who wish 

to link to external resources 
and material such as videos 
should place links in round-
ed brackets in the main body 
text rather than use footnotes 
(https://vimeo.com/129775325); 
again, please consider the 
need for your submission to 
remain anonymised when 
providing links to supple-
mentary online material.

Citations
Authors must ensure that rele-
vant work is cited at the appro-
priate points in the text. Please 
use the Harvard referencing 
format; find a guide here: http://
www.citethisforme.com/har-
vard-referencing. In-text citation 
should appear as (Author Year) 
and as an alphabetised list at 
the end of your submission un-
der a heading called Referenc-
es; please refer to References 
section in this template docu-
ment for examples of format-
ting. If text from publications 
or other sources is being quot-
ed, then please quote ‘by using 
single quotation marks and 
then citing afterwards as per 
Harvard format’ (Bloggs 2014). 

Anonymity
The Stage 2 submission should 
be anonymised in reference to 
author names, affiliations and 
collaborating organisations.

Figure 1. Title of Work. Photo: 
First Name Surname [ANON. FOR 
STAGE 2 SUBMISSION]. Captions 
are placed under the pictures. 
Please leave a minimum of 5mm 
white space above your caption 
text, and 10mm white space below 
your caption text. Ensure that 
your caption adequately describes 
what you want your reader to see.
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Dissemination
Papers and images of authors’ proposed exhibits at RTD 2019 
will be published as digital conference proceedings with unique 
DOIs via Figshare, available at the conference and on the con-
ference website after the event. The digital conference pro-
ceedings may be augmented by recordings that capture pre-
sentations of work in the programme at the conference event. 
Selected works of exceptional quality may be invited to be part 
of an archival publication to be produced after the event. 

Copyright  
Authors of accepted work will be asked to agree to it being distrib-
uted in an open access manner through the conference website via 
a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivative 4.0 
licence. This will permit the conference organisers to publish the 
work as part of the online proceedings and in any subsequent pub-
lication resulting from the conference, but ensure that the authors 
retain rights over the intellectual and creative property of the work.

Paper structure
Authors are encouraged to consider structuring their paper us-
ing the [Section Header] style for titles, to include an introduc-
tory section at the start of the paper and a closing discussion 
towards the end.  Please note that this is a suggestion and not 
a requirement. Review criteria will include assessing the nar-
rative coherence of the submission for clearly communicating 
research objectives, process and outcomes including trans-
ferrable research insights and directions for future work.

Figure 2a, b. Title of Work. 
Photo: First Name Surname [ANON. 
FOR STAGE 2 SUBMISSION]. Captions 
are placed under the pictures. 
Please leave a minimum of 5mm 
white space above your caption 
text, and 10mm white space below 
your caption text. Ensure that 
your caption adequately describes 
what you want your reader to see 
in the picture, highlighting any 
areas that they should focus 
on or relationships that you 
might want them to see. (Font: 
IBM Plex Mono Text, 8 point)

<Figure 3. Title of Work. Pho-
to: First Name Surname [ANON. FOR 
STAGE 2 SUBMISSION]. Captions 
are placed under the pictures. 
Please leave a minimum of 5mm 
white space above your caption 
text, and 10mm white space below 
your caption text. Ensure that 
your caption adequately describes 
what you want your reader to see 
in the picture, highlighting any 
areas that they should focus 
on or relationships that you 
might want them to see. (Font: 
IBM Plex Mono Text, 8 point)

Acknowledgements
This section is optional. Au-
thors may use this section to 
acknowledge support for their 
research, for example from 
their colleagues, research, 
research partners’ contri-
bution or funding bodies.

Nullam imperdiet scelerisque 
scelerisque. Nulla nec lorem in 
orci malesuada mattis. Nulla 
molestie interdum nisi, in luctus 
purus ullamcorper vitae. Sed nisl 
nulla, ornare in leo ac, lacinia 
pellentesque neque. Curabitur 
commodo dui a erat feugiat, eget 
ultrices elit viverra. In gravida, 
tortor sit amet imperdiet scel-
erisque, mi velit elementum 
purus, eget gravida nibh ipsum 
non felis. Donec rhoncus, nibh 
ut scelerisque imperdiet, eros 
turpis auctor nunc, vitae sagittis 
dui est quis est. Ut semper nisl 
a tincidunt mollis. Morbi varius 
lacinia ipsum, eget semper velit 
tristique non. Cras quis odio 
ornare, elementum augue non, 
tempor mi. Donec suscipit eu 
arcu non porttitor. Suspendisse 
condimentum scelerisque risus 
non scelerisque. Sed iaculis nulla 
neque, nec efficitur libero blan-
dit vel. Sed mi urna, euismod ut 
aliquam eu, vehicula nec libero. 
Quisque ultricies, elit in ultricies 
placerat, eros elit posuere tellus, 
a posuere augue eros a nunc.

Figure 4. Title of Work. Photo: 
First Name Surname [ANON. FOR 
STAGE 2 SUBMISSION]. Captions 
are placed under the pictures. 
Please leave a minimum of 5mm 
white space above your caption 
text, and 10mm white space below 
your caption text. Ensure that 
your caption adequately describes 
what you want your reader to see 
in the picture, highlighting any 
areas that they should focus 
on or relationships that you 
might want them to see. (Font: 
IBM Plex Mono Text, 8 point)

a. 

b. 
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Figure 5. Title of Work. Photo: 
First Name Surname [ANON. FOR 
STAGE 2 SUBMISSION]. Captions 
are placed under the pictures. 
Please leave a minimum of 5mm 
white space above your caption 
text, and 10mm white space below 
your caption text. Ensure that 
your caption adequately describes 
what you want your reader to see 
in the picture, highlighting any 
areas that they should focus 
on or relationships that you 
might want them to see. (Font: 
IBM Plex Mono Text, 8 point)

Lorem ipsum
Nullam imperdiet scelerisque scelerisque. Nulla nec lorem in orci 
malesuada mattis. Nulla molestie interdum nisi, in luctus purus 
ullamcorper vitae. Sed nisl nulla, ornare in leo ac, lacinia pellen-
tesque neque. Curabitur commodo dui a erat feugiat, eget ultrices 
elit viverra. In gravida, tortor sit amet imperdiet scelerisque, mi velit 
elementum purus, eget gravida nibh ipsum non felis. Donec rhoncus, 
nibh ut scelerisque imperdiet, eros turpis auctor nunc, vitae sagittis 
dui est quis est. Ut semper nisl a tincidunt mollis. Morbi varius lacinia 
ipsum, eget semper velit tristique non. Cras quis odio ornare, ele-
mentum augue non, tempor mi. Donec suscipit eu arcu non porttitor. 

Suspendisse condimentum scelerisque risus non scelerisque. Sed 
iaculis nulla neque, nec efficitur libero blandit vel. Sed mi urna, eu-
ismod ut aliquam eu, vehicula nec libero. Quisque ultricies, elit in ul-
tricies placerat, eros elit posuere tellus, a posuere augue eros a nunc.
ro. ris bibendum tristique tempor. Duis non lorem posuere, 
bibendum lectus eu, varius nisi. lorem sodales, cursus nibh 
ac, viverra elit. Nulla enim erat, pulvinar eget ullamcorper a, 
volutpat vel dui. Nulla sagittis orci eu volutpat porta. Proin 
neque nulla, sodales quis fringilla eget, ultrices at ipsum

There is even 
some room for an 
interesting quote…
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More Lorem ipsum
Praesent ullamcorper quis eros 
eu auctor. Etiam finibus hen-
drerit luctus. Nam arcu diam, 
congue sed finibus in, congue id 
ex. Quisque sit amet lectus vitae 
ligula volutpat tincidunt at ut 
purus. Interdum et malesuada 
fames ac ante ipsum primis in 
faucibus. Phasellus scelerisque 
tortor placerat erat pretium, quis 
pretium augue pharetra. Nam 
congue enim accumsan, conse-
quat dui et, cursus tellus. Integer 
nisl lorem, tristique at sodales 
eget, luctus ut magna. Sed massa 
tellus, euismod non ligula et, 
gravida faucibus turpis. Phasel-
lus aliquam, ligula vel ultricies 
tempus, ligula velit dignissim pu-
rus, vel mattis tortor nisl non au-
gue. Etiam ullamcorper rutrum 
libero. Proin et lorem sodales, 
cursus nibh ac, viverra elit. Nulla 
enim erat, pulvinar eget ullam-
corper a, volutpat vel dui. Nulla 
sagittis orci eu volutpat porta. 
Proin neque nulla, sodales quis 
fringilla eget, ultrices at ipsum.

Nullam imperdiet scelerisque 
scelerisque. Nulla nec lorem in 
orci malesuada mattis. Nulla 
molestie interdum nisi, in luctus 
purus ullamcorper vitae. Sed nisl 
nulla, ornare in leo ac, lacinia 
pellentesque neque. Curabitur 
commodo dui a erat feugiat, eget 
ultrices elit viverra. In gravida, 
tortor sit amet imperdiet scel-
erisque, mi velit elementum 
purus, eget gravida nibh ipsum 
non felis. Donec rhoncus, nibh 
ut scelerisque imperdiet, eros 
turpis auctor nunc, vitae sagittis 
dui est quis est. Ut semper nisl 
a tincidunt mollis. Morbi varius 
lacinia ipsum, eget semper velit 
tristique non. Cras quis odio 
ornare, elementum augue non, 
tempor mi. Donec suscipit eu 
arcu non porttitor. Suspendisse 
condimentum scelerisque risus 
non scelerisque. Sed iaculis 
nulla neque, nec efficitur libero 

Figure 6. Title of Work. Photo: 
First Name Surname [ANON. FOR 
STAGE 2 SUBMISSION]. Captions 
are placed under the pictures. 
Please leave a minimum of 5mm 
white space above your caption 
text, and 10mm white space below 
your caption text. Ensure that 
your caption adequately describes 
what you want your reader to see 
in the picture, highlighting any 
areas that they should focus 
on or relationships that you 
might want them to see. (Font: 
IBM Plex Mono Text, 8 point)

blandit vel. Sed mi urna, euismod ut aliquam eu, vehicula nec libero. 
Quisque ultricies, elit in ultricies placerat, eros elit posuere tellus, a 
posuere augue eros a nunc. Mauris a elit quis massa luctus accumsan. 
Nulla facilisi. In non dolor semper, ultrices lacus at, lacinia lectus. 
Etiam tortor nulla, ornare in accumsan sed, egestas non metus. 
Etiam accumsan placerat varius. Vestibulum tincidunt sed urna 
quis mattis. Maecenas porta erat at turpis consectetur pellentesque 
vitae tincidunt neque. Sed cursus ultricies ligula imperdiet dapibus. 
Aliquam volutpat dolor ut leo pulvinar rutrum. Orci varius natoque 
penatibus et magnis dis parturient montes, nascetur ridiculus mus.

Mauris justo erat, faucibus sit amet sem non, tempus congue libe-
ro. Vivamus a enim tortor. Maecenas fermentum mauris et odio 
posuere consequat. Praesent euismod purus et mauris mollis, et 
varius massa suscipit. Curabitur vel sem ut ligula elementum com-
modo. Maecenas non tristique ante. Aenean odio elit, eleifend a 
cursus vitae, commodo non ligula. Nunc in tortor purus. Morbi 
augue justo, pellentesque id finibus ac, dignissim et quam. Mau-
ris bibendum tristique tempor. Duis non lorem posuere, biben-
dum lectus eu, varius nisi. Sed vulputate nunc nulla, sed laoreet 
lorem ullamcorper at. In fermentum, justo et condimentum pre-
tium, eros nibh iaculis orci, ac luctus est odio sit amet eros. Morbi 
eu neque at felis vulputate sagittis. Vestibulum ut neque nisl.

Mauris ultricies iaculis dapibus. Donec ac ante sollicitudin, ornare 
ante a, iaculis est. Aliquam eu tempus eros, mattis consectetur mi. 
Suspendisse scelerisque augue quis tristique pellentesque. Sed po-
suere odio ac nisi accumsan, nec faucibus massa dignissim. Etiam 
pretium arcu id quam malesuada, a condimentum orci ullamcorper. 
Duis condimentum leo nisl, et accumsan turpis egestas nec. Mauris 
quis diam ac neque suscipit laoreet. Integer ipsum ligula, blandit nec 
aliquet ac, placerat a neque. Integer quam dolor, fermentum ut ex sed, 
venenatis cursus arcu. Cras a dui eget nunc pulvinar placerat. Integer 
ante lectus, blandit sed quam ornare, gravida scelerisque metus.

Interdum et malesuada fames ac ante ipsum primis in fauci-
bus. Phasellus scelerisque tortor placerat erat pretium, quis pre-
tium augue pharetra. Nam congue enim accumsan, consequat 
dui et, cursus tellus. Integer nisl lorem, tristique at sodales eget, 
luctus ut magna. Sed massa tellus, euismod non ligula et, grav-
ida faucibus turpis. Phasellus aliquam, ligula vel ultricies tem-
pus, ligula velit dignissim purus, vel mattis tortor nisl non augue. 
Etiam ullamcorper rutrum libero. Proin et lorem sodales, cursus 
nibh ac, viverra elit. Nulla enim erat, pulvinar eget ullamcorp-
er a, volutpat vel dui. Nulla sagittis orci eu volutpat porta. Proin 
neque nulla, sodales quis fringilla eget, ultrices at ipsum

Or two!
(columns 
wide…)
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Figure 7 a, b, c. Title of Work. 
Photo: First Name Surname [ANON. 
FOR STAGE 2 SUBMISSION]. Captions 
are placed under the pictures. 
Please leave a minimum of 5mm 
white space above your caption 
text, and 10mm white space below 
your caption text. Ensure that 
your caption adequately describes 
what you want your reader to 
see in the picture, highlighting 
any areas that they should focus 
on or relationships that you 
might want them to see. (Font: 
IBM Plex Mono Text, 8 point)

a. 

b. 

c. 
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Figure 8. Title of Work. Photo: 
First Name Surname [ANON. FOR 
STAGE 2 SUBMISSION]. Captions 
are placed under the pictures. 
Please leave a minimum of 5mm 
white space above your caption 
text, and 10mm white space below 
your caption text. Ensure that 
your caption adequately describes 
what you want your reader to see 
in the picture, highlighting any 
areas that they should focus 
on or relationships that you 
might want them to see. (Font: 
IBM Plex Mono Text, 8 point)


